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Embracia Kyneton takes shape
The Embracia development on the old
Kyneton Hospital site has accelerated,
bringing to life a vision that blends
care, community and heritage.

Six months into construction, works
on the aged care home are
progressing strongly, with foundations,
slabs and major structural elements
nearing completion.

The construction approach of dividing
the project into smaller household-
style buildings is allowing multiple
stages to move forward at once.

Roofs are going on, windows are being
installed, and the first internal spaces
are beginning to take shape as a place
that will soon provide high-quality
care, comfort and connection for
older community members.

The large stockpiles of soil around the
site will be reused as part of the
carefully considered landscape design,
helping to shape gardens and outdoor
spaces that will soften and green the
entire precinct.

Beyond bricks and mortar, the focus
remains on creating a true “home”.
The design includes 126 generous

single rooms with private ensuites,
shared meals and living areas in the six
households.

Complementing the households are
more amenities such as a café, cinema,
hair salon, physio clinic, library and
accessible gardens.

Embracia anticipate welcoming
residents to their new home after
opening in early 2027.

The OIld Kyneton Hospital building is
undergoing a transformation.

Built in 1856 and standing proudly

above the Campaspe River, the
hospital has long been an important
landmark in the town.

Scaffolding wraps the hospital as
careful conservation works progress
across every element.

From stonework and timber
restoration through to roofing and
structural repairs, specialist
tradespeople are methodically
assessing each component to
determine what can be conserved,
restored, or sensitively replaced.

One of the most noticeable works has
been the delicate dismantling of the
early 1900s verandah.

Its fretwork has been removed for
conservation works while the linings
and flooring have been carefully
removed, piece by piece, to reveal the
impressive timber structure beneath.
The reinstatement of original features
lost over time is underway. The
striking roof lantern with its glass walls
and bell-shaped roof will once again be
a defining architectural feature.

What makes the Embracia Kyneton
project unique is the way old and new
are being brought together. The new
aged care home, childcare centre and
restored hospital building are all
designed to sit within one connected
precinct, creating opportunities for
interaction, shared experiences and
community life across generations.
From the rising structures of the new
aged care home, to the careful
restoration of the historic hospital, the
site is being reshaped into something
that reflects both Kyneton’s past and
its future.
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Verandah restoration

Old Kyneton Primary School

The next phase in the development of
the OId Kyneton Primary School site

is not far off with additional funds
allocated in the recent Victorian
Budget to the upgrade and opening of
the space into a bold, inclusive
community and creative hub.

An announcement about the
management of the site is expected
shortly.

The Kyneton and District Town
Square Co Operative who have been
advocating for community use of the
Old Kyneton Primary School
submitted an Expression of interest to
Creative Victoria for Management of
the site and were advised in March
that they had been shortlisted.

Kyneton Connect is unaware of which
other organisations have been
shortlisted.

Woater supply under pressure
Despite 188mm of autumn rainfall,
only 143 million litres flowed into local
reservoirs, increasing the likelihood of
water restrictions next summer.
Coliban Water General Manager
Water Climate Strategy, Adam
Crameri said the past two years had
been very dry, resulting in consistently
poor inflows and depleted storage
levels across the region.

“Combined storages near Kyneton are
now at 53% capacity and our share of
Lake Eppalock is sitting at 29%.

Urban customers are encouraged to
conserve water and follow the

Permanent Water Saving Rules.
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Child Development Sessions

Families in Kyneton are invited to
attend a series of free child
development drop-in sessions
organised by Omnia Community
Health.

The sessions offer parents and carers
the opportunity to speak directly with
a range of clinicians, including a
physiotherapist, speech therapist,
podiatrist and dietician, while children
can take part in a variety of engaging
activities.

Designed to be informal and
welcoming, the sessions aim to
support children’s development while
empowering parents with knowledge
and practical strategies. Families will
receive advice tailored to their child’s
strengths and needs, along with ideas
and resources they can easily use at
home as part of everyday routines.
Staff will also be available to discuss
local services and support options,
including referral pathways such as the

National Disability Insurance Scheme

(NDIS).

The drop-in sessions will be held on
Tuesday 23 and 30 June 9.30-10.30am
at Omnia, | Caroline Chisholm Drive.
No bookings are required.

If you have any questions, call Chad *
email |

Lazaro on 54211666, or
info@omniach.org.au.

Grow Great Tomatoes

Whether you're a seasoned tomato
grower or just getting started, an
upcoming session at Kyneton Library
on Thur July 16 2-3pm, is packed with
practical advice to help you achieve an
abundant harvest next summer.

Join Duncan from Leaf, Root & Fruit as
he shares expert tips on sowing seeds,
selecting varieties, improving soil
health, and growing healthy,
productive plants.

July is the ideal time to start tomato
seeds, making this the perfect
opportunity to prepare for the

growing season ahead.
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New Zonta leadership team

At the end of May, members of the
Zonta Club of Kyneton celebrated the
installation of the leadership team that
will guide the club through the 2026-
2028 biennium.

District 23 Secretary Nadine Parry,
from the Zonta Club of Bendigo,
installed Club President Maxine
McKee, Vice-president Margaret Lynch
and Board members: Marlene Hubber,
Donna Fabris, Sue Buckle, Rose French
and Annamarie Perlesz.

The ‘Changeover Dinner’ was held at
Angie’s Café, with representatives of a
number of other community groups in
attendance.

Retiring President Annamarie Perlesz

welcomed incoming Lions Club
President Denise Bertoncini, VIEW
Club President Bev Orgill and

representatives of Omnia Community
Health Service and Rotary.

President Maxine noted that after a
quiet time through the COVID years,
membership of the club is growing
steadily, with 6 new members joining
in the past 12 months.

“With stronger numbers we can be
more ambitious as we plan projects
that support women and girls in the
local community, through our service
and advocacy programs” Maxine said.

Turner from
Omnia, President Maxine McKee and Belinda
Bone from Omnia.

Kyneton Station Gardens
Kyneton Station Volunteers held a
successful Community Information
Day and Sausage Sizzle at Kyneton
Station on May |7.

The Sausage Sizzle sponsored by the
Rotary Club of Kyneton was much
enjoyed. The group have been pleased
to welcome new members as a result
of the event.

The Volunteers are renovating the
station gardens focussing on a spring
display of daffodils and promotion of
local biodiversity through the planting
of native species.

Volunteer Working Bees are usually
on the third Sunday of the month,
subject to weather and seasonal
gardening activities.

The next Working Bees are planned
for10am-12pm Sun Jun 21, Jul 19 and
Aug 16. New Volunteers are most
welcome.

For enquiries and to check meeting
dates please email

stationvolunteers | @gmail.com.

Kyneton Backyard Growers
Every Sunday 10am-12pm you will see
a bunch of locals gathering at a stall at
the Lion's Kiosk in the Kyneton
Mechanics Reserve.

At the weekly stall, the Kyneton
Backyard Growers are sharing locally
grown fruit and veg from the table, or
donating their excess produce for
people to take.

“Come down and see what the locals
are growing and eat some fresh fruit
and veg” Backyard Growers organiser
Lenka Thompson said.

Kyneton Backyard Growers has the
mantra of Kyneton Feeding Kyneton -
the project is working to connect local
growers to contribute to its weekly
Sunday stall and share with the rest of
the community.

At the moment leafy greens, Jerusalem
artichoke, quince, rhubarb, sage,
rosemary, parsley, and some lemons
are coming to the stall.

Visit the Growers on Sundays |Oam-
[2pm, or if you need your produce
picked up or dropped off, please call
Lenka 0425786377 or email

kyneton.backyard.growers@mrsg.org.au
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Any Euchre players out there?
The Kyneton RSL sponsors a group of
card players who meet on the first
Tuesday of every month for friendly
games of euchre.

Play starts at [:30pm and goes for

about 3 hours followed by
refreshments.

Players of all ability are welcome and
anyone wanting to learn will be shown
how to play.

light
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Citizen of the Year

Kathleen Wyatt with Mayor Kate Kendall
Dedicated
Kathleen Wyatt who manages the
Kyneton Uniting Church Op Shop

community leader

was named the Macedon Ranges
Citizen of the Year at the 2026
Macedon Ranges Celebrating
Community event held on Fri May 22
during National Volunteer Week.
Kathleen also serves as a volunteer
firefighter and Brigade leader with
Spring Hill CFA.

Through her leadership,
brings people together, fosters
belonging, and makes a lasting
contribution to community safety and
connection.

Kyneton’s Social Foundry was also
recognised with the Inclusive
Communities Award for its work
supporting vulnerable community
members through inclusive training,
leadership and volunteering
opportunities.

Kyneton Men’s Shed

The Kyneton Men’s Shed’s second
wood raffle is now well underway.
Shed president lan Curnow says the
raffle for almost three cubic metres of
terrific red gum, is again outside
Woolworths.

“Our annual wood raffles provide
sufficient funding to keep the Shed
operating for both local men and the
community,” says lan, adding:
“Kyneton Men’s Shed can justifiably
lay claim to being one of the best in
the Macedon Ranges.

“In addition to the traditional
woodwork equipment including a
quality wood lathe, we have a full
metal workshop, complete with a top
notch metal lathe and welding
equipment, a new three D printer,
and a laser printer.

“We also play cards on Wednesday,
and Trivial Pursuit on Thursday —

Kathleen

both starting at ten o’clock - and — of
course — our Friday lunch barbecue
starting at midday, which is proving to
be a real winner.

“These three events — especially
cards and Trivial Pursuit — are great
times for new members to come
along.”

“There is Internet throughout the
building for use by any member,” he
said.

“Ladies Day is still on Tuesdays.
“Finally, | encourage all men to
consider joining the Shed,” lan said,
“it's both an excellent way of
contributing to the community, and
making new friends, especially for
retired men, although Shed
membership is open to any adult male
of any age.”

The Shed is located at 2 Riverwalk
boulevard, Kyneton. The website is
www.kynetonmensshed.org.au

Bulk billing rates soar

Federal Member for Bendigo, Labor’s
Lisa Chesters has welcomed the most
recent figures from the Department
of Health showing that the bulk billing
rate in the Bendigo electorate (which
includes Kyneton) is now 89.2%.

This is an increase of 21.4% since
October 2023 when Federal Labor
began restoring funding to Medicare
incentives.

“The Bendigo electorate figure is
higher than both the current state
and national averages (83.7% and
81.9% respectively) and shows that
more people in Central Victoria are
seeing a GP without paying an out of
pocket cost.

“These significant reforms extend
beyond seeing a bulk billing GP.
Following the Federal Government’s
reduction of the cost for PBS
(Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme)
medicines, locals in the Bendigo
electorate have saved just under $3M
on the cost of eligible scripts since
July 1 2022 Lisa Chesters said.

Signage bemuses

New signage at the corner of
Mollison and Piper Sts has had locals
scratching their heads.

The signage was erected after the
closure of the Piper St public toilets
adjacent to what is now Kyneton
Auctions and the closure of the
Hutton St toilets for renovations
(now complete).

Initially there were three signs each
with “Toilets” on them — one pointing
West down Piper St, one North and
the other South along Mollison St.
Residents could guess the Mollison St
toilets were the one just inside the
Showgrounds gates and the one near
the Kyneton Library but the Piper St
toilets? — hadn’t they been closed?

A wander down Piper St revealed the
answer - a laminated “Public Toilets”
sign had been placed on the
Museum’s front fence to indicate that
there were public toilets available
there.

The Museum is only open Fri-Sun so
visitors will be on a wild goose chase
seeking a Piper St toilet on other
days.

Last week the signs were upgraded to
include the distances to each of the
toilets.

Kyneton Connect thanks the
Kyneton RSL Sub-Branch for
its sponsorship of this issue by
generously meeting the cost of its
production.
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Councillors will be adopting the
budget at the June Council Meeting.
Thank you for being a part of this
process and for your submissions.
This balanced draft budget features a
proposed Capital Works spend of
$16.23M including investment in
Council-managed roads, buildings,
footpaths, drainage and more.

Specific projects include: funding
towards an increase of free green
waste weeks, roof repairs to Kyneton
Showgrounds Grandstand, discounted
passes to Hanging Rock, upgrading the
irrigation and drainage works at
Malmsbury Botanic Gardens increased
funding for food relief and community
services such as our Neighbourhood
Houses, including Kyneton
Community House and Kyneton Food
Bank.

It also includes investment in the
Thriving Villages Town Centre Action
Plans (with Kyneton on the radar),
advances in Council’s technology
systems to improve customer service
and planning processes.

Council recently held the official
opening of the new netball facilities at
Kyneton Showgrounds.

The $2.9M project — funded through a
partnership between the Victorian
Government ($1.5M) and Council
($1.397M) — has delivered modern,
purpose-built facilities designed to
support local sport and encourage
greater participation for women and
girls.

Kyneton Skatepark also continues to
hum along. The consultation on the
final concept design closed in late May.
The project will now move forward to
the next stage, and onto becoming a
much-loved Shire asset like Romsey
Skatepark has been.

Works are now completed on the
Hutton Street public toilets, and they
have been reopened.
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Recent

upgrades include the
construction of an accessible entry
door for the existing toilets, and a
complete internal refurbishment of all
fixtures and fittings.

Council continues to advocate for a
range of priority projects in our 2026
Advocacy Prospectus. The document
can be viewed on Council’s website.
We have also worked with
community groups to include
testimonials on the priorities, such as
Kyneton Obedience Dog Club,
Kyneton District Soccer Club and
Macedon Ranges Wildlife Network,
making this document a joint-advocacy
initiative.

Kyneton-specific projects include the
Barkly Square Pavillion and advancing
our master plans on Kyneton Botanic
Gardens and Kyneton Showgrounds.
Road improvements to Lauriston-
Reservoir Road and Saleyards Road
have also been included.

We have also continued to advocate
for progress of the Old Kyneton
Primary School (OKPS) site.

You may have heard of a planning
proposal for the Clarkefield township
that is currently being considered by
the Minister for Planning.

Council will continue to keep the
community informed of any updates in
relation to the planning amendment.
The Josh's Rainbow Eggs Macedon
Ranges Business Excellence Awards
are open for self-nomination until
Friday 10 July.

The awards recognise and
acknowledge deserving businesses for
their outstanding service, innovation,
products and professionalism.
Speaking of awards, congratulations to
Kathleen Woyatt for being awarded
Citizen of the Year at our recent
Community Awards, and also to joint
Young Citizen of the Years: Tate
Kemp and Matilda Matthews.

Cr Kate Kendall on behalf of Cr
Jennifer Anderson & Cr Janet Pearce

Kyneton Twilighters CWA

The Kyneton Twilighters CWA
Branch held a Mother’s Day stall at
the Kyneton Farmers Market in May.
There was a great turnout and the
stall was well supported.

Branch members had contributed
cakes, scones, butters and jams, spice
mixes, hand-painted tea towels,
pamper hampers for Mum, beanies,
and other goodies.
The Twilighters

would like to

encourage any women who have been
thinking of joining them to come to
one of their meetings which are on
the 2nd Thursday of the month at
7pm at Kyneton’s Red Brick Hall.

Em: kynetontwilighters@gmail.com
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rt Prize Applications Open
You can now enter the Kyneton
Daffodil & Arts Festival annual Art
Prize, with more Categories and a
prize pool of over $4,000.
Applications close Aug 28 with entries
to be displayed in the OIld Auction
House during the Festival which runs
Sept 4-13.

More information and applications can
be found on the Kyneton Daffodil and
Arts Festival website. The website will
include further information about
other Festival events and entries in
the coming weeks.

On Borrowed Time

On Sat Jun 27 Kyneton’s Bluestone
Theatre will feature “On Borrowed
Time” at 2.30pm and at 7pm

On Borrowed Time is a new
Australian production exploring love,
friendship, ageing, and mortality.
Created by award-winning playwright
Adéle Shelley and writer and
performer Paul Canlan. On Borrowed
Time draws on their ongoing creative
partnership with a cast of seven.

For tickets visit https://
www.trybooking.com/DLJVB or call
0403896189.
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SPICE Playgroup

Intergenerational Awareness week was
celebrated at SPICE Playgroup in the
last week of April. This was a truly
special celebration of connection,
community, and shared wisdom.

On this special Monday morning,
children, parents, grandparents, and
older community members came
together to play, create and learn from
one another.

The room was full of colour and
conversation as little ones proudly
showed their artwork, while older

visitors shared stories, songs, and
memories that sparked curiosity and
joy.

“We’re incredibly lucky in the
Macedon Ranges to have an
intergenerational program like

this running every week—something
to which many communities don’t have
access.

‘I's a unique initiative that brings
people of all ages together in a way
that strengthens belonging and builds
understanding” SPICE co-ordinator
Katy Condliffe said.

SPICE playgroup is completely
volunteer facilitated and created and
runs weekly at RMBegg/Respect
Kyneton.

SPICE playgroup is keen to welcome
young families, mature adults,
volunteers and anyone wanting to feel
the love of community connection.

It runs every Monday during school
term [0-11.30am.

Contact: Katy 0418604745 or email
kecondliffe@hotmail.com

At Kyneton VIEW Club

Kyneton VIEW Club has a fantastic line
up of activities in the coming months.
At their monthly meeting on Mon July
20, Sue and Stuart Colvin will share
their insights about their plans for
“Mark’s Country Place”: a welcoming,
all — access garden in the heart of
Kyneton for people of all ages and
abilities.

At the Aug 17 meeting Kyneton Zonta
President and Trio Art Studio and
Gallery owner, Maxine McKee, will
share her life story.

The highlight of VIEW’s winter
calendar is a July 16 bus trip to the
Shepparton Art Museum to see the
French Impressionists Exhibition.

To book the trip or find out more, call
Suzanne on 0409878103.

Kyneton Foodbank

Kyneton Foodbank currently supports
more than 1,060 members across the
Macedon Ranges, providing essential
food relief to individuals and families
experiencing hardship.

Over the past few months, Kyneton
Foodbank have seen a steady and
concerning increase in demand, largely
driven by cost-of-living pressures.
More people are finding it difficult to
afford basic necessities such as
groceries, rent, and utilities, and as a
result, many are turning to local
support services for assistance for the
first time.

As a self-funded organisation, Kyneton
Foodbank relies entirely on the
generosity of the community to keep
its shelves stocked and ensure it can
continue meeting this growing need.

They are currently seeking donations
of fresh garden produce, non-
perishable food items, household
essentials, and financial contributions
to help them continue providing
support.

Financial donations are especially
valuable as they allow purchase of fresh
fruit and vegetables, meat, and other
urgently needed supplies to ensure
families have access
nutritious meals.

Every donation—no matter
small—directly supports someone in
our community who is doing it tough.
Donations can be dropped off at 60
Mollison St.

Kyneton Foodbank thank our
community for their ongoing kindness
and support in helping them continue
this vital service across the region.
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Rose Garden Restoration
Kyneton High School’s historic
memorial rose garden has been tended
to by the expert hands of Flemington
Racecourse’s “Keeper of the Roses”,
Michael Ryan and his team as part of a
restoration project led by a dedicated
group of Kyneton U3A gardening
volunteers.

The memorial garden was first
established in 1918 at the school’s
original Piper St site (current site of
Kyneton Auctions) to honour former
students and teachers who lost their
lives serving in the First World War.
When the school relocated to Epping
Street in 1927, the garden was
carefully transferred to its current
location at the front of the school.

The garden had been restored by
school community volunteers a
number of times over the years but
this restoration was at another level.
Led by Kyneton local and rose lover,
Carol Douglas and six volunteers from
Kyneton U3A an opportunity was seen
to nurture the school’s unique history
through a garden restoration project.
Since November last year, the group
made substantial progress — removing
weeds and undergrowth in the garden.
Then, thanks to a chance meeting with
the head garden curator at Flemington
Racecourse, Michael Ryan, Carol
invited the Flemington expert to visit
the school to share his knowledge.

In early May, Michael and his team of
six staff visited the school to give its
garden the “Flemington treatment”
with a hearty winter prune.

Kyneton High Principal, Ana Rees and
School Council President Lisa Ohlmus
expressed the School’s deep gratitude
to Carol Douglas and the U3A team,
the horticultural team from Flemington
as well as local sponsors including
Kyneton RSL, Midland Irrigation, the
Preloved Pedlar and Kyneton Uniting
Church Op Shop.
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Forty Winks Kyneton

James and Jo Boyd and son Campbell
Forty Winks Kyneton is a proud
second-generation family owned
bedding specialist servicing Central
Victoria for over 30 years.

James and Jo Boyd and family reside in
Bendigo and are passionate about good
customer service and improving lives
through a better night’s sleep.

“We stock the widest range of
mattresses and bedroom furniture,
featuring leading Australian and
International brands.

“Our exclusive bedMATCH
technology takes the confusion out of
buying a bed by matching you to a
mattress best suited for your body
type and unique sleep needs” Jo said.
Forty Winks Kyneton, located at 51-53
High St (formerly the Kyneton
Auctions premises), is open 7 days a
week. Phone 55189001.

New at Simplex

Simplex Insurance Solutions has
welcomed Fenella (Nellie) Whalan to
its team at 45b Mollison Street.

Nellie brings with her great experience
in the financial services industry and is
keen to develop her network further
and assist businesses and individuals
alike with all things insurance related.
Simplex Insurance Solutions this year
celebrates 21 years of continued

service to Maccedon Ranges clients.
Phone the Kyneton Simplex team on
54423333 or call into the office.

What’s New in Business

Vereker Smash Repairs
Continues Family Tradition

A new chapter began earlier this year
for a long-standing Kyneton business
when Daniel and Nicole Vereker
purchased Vereker Bros Smash Repairs
at 32 Beauchamp St from Mark &
Conrad Vereker in January.

Mark and Conrad have now retired but
while the business has undergone a
slight name change to Vereker Smash
Repairs, customers can expect the
same reliable service and commitment
to quality on which the business has
built its reputation.

The business provides comprehensive
accident repair services, insurance
claim assistance and 24-hour towing
support.

From emergency towing and accident
recovery through to expert panel
repairs and colour-matched spray
painting, all work is carried out on-site.
The team brings more than 70 years of
combined industry experience, with
Daniel himself having worked in the
business for 25 years.

Open Mon-Fri 8am to 5pm. For
enquiries, call 54222603.
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Contracting Company

A locally focused land management
business Dakota Contracting Ptd Ltd
specialising in vegetation mulching, land
clearing, firebreak construction, and
property maintenance services has
recently established an office at 1/56
Saleyards Rd Kyneton.

Jake and his team have extensive
industry experience and a commitment

to quality workmanship, providing
tailored solutions for private
landowners, rural properties,

agricultural enterprises, and
government projects.

Dakota’s modern fleet of specialised
equipment allows them to work
efficiently across a wide range of

terrains.

Common civil works can range from
reducing fire risks through strategic
firebreaks, improving property

accessibility and productivity and
land use though

increased
removal.

gorse

McQueen Real Estate

Hayden Evans, a familiar local face with
strong ties to the Macedon Ranges
community, is now part of the team at
McQueen Real Estate’s Kyneton office
in Piper St.

With more than
experience in the building and
construction sales industry, Hayden
brings a practical understanding of
homes, property, and the people of
this region.

Hayden combines his extensive
industry background with a genuine
passion for helping local families,
homeowners, and buyers navigate their
property journey.

Proud to call Kyneton home, Hayden is
passionate about helping others
discover everything that makes the
Macedon Ranges such a sought-after
place to live.

20 years of

Store’s temporary closure

The Kyneton Reject Shop, at 83-87
Mollison St has been temporarily
closure for renovation and rebranding
Dollarama.

Canadian discount giant Dollarama
acquired The Reject Shop in 2025.



New owners at Kyneton Auto
Spares & Repairs

After nearly 40 years of ownership, Jeff
Haire has handed over the reins of
Kyneton Auto Spares & Repairs to
local father and son team, Darrin and
William Kyritsis.

William brings extensive mechanical
experience, including [0 years in
motorsport, whilst Darrin has much
knowledge in spare parts, having
previously worked for many years
within the automotive industry.

Jeff Haire owned and operated the
business from 1988 before selling to
the Kyritsis family.

Darrin and William are committed to
offering the same friendly and reliable
service.

Kyneton Auto Spares & Repairs at 68
High St is open Monday to Friday from
8am to 5pm, Saturday 9am to |2pm.
Phone 54221255.
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Dakota Flower Co.

Dakota Flower Co’s has established a
purpose-built wholesale and
distribution facility in Saleyards Rd
Kyneton near the intersection of
Mollison St and Saleyards Rd.

This is Cheryl and Richard Roehrich’s
second location offering flower
wholesale and distribution. Their first
location is at the Epping Flower Market
where they have been part of the
community for several decades.

Cheryl and Richard’s extensive

experience extends from wholesale &
distribution to growing.
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Richard & Cheryl of Dakota Flower Co.
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On their farm in Springhill they have
acres of hydrangeas and Australian
Native flowers.

What started over 30 years ago as a
boutique range of local flowers has
expanded into an extensive range of
Orchids, Roses, Tropical Foliages, Lilies
and Australian Natives.

Also offered is a large range of gums,
foliage’s, sticks, moss and interesting
items.

While sales are to businesses, Dakota
Flower Company look forward to
being part of the local business
community.

Twentynine29 Health Hub
Kyneton's health hub, Twentynine29,
has grown. The collective of allied and
complementary health practitioners at
29 High St has expanded into the space
next door, welcoming new additions to
its community.

Little Window Acupuncture and a
purpose-built Chinese medicine
dispensary have moved next door,
bringing traditional acupuncture and
herbal medicine to the heart of town.

Lucy & Jannette in new space

The new space features dedicated
consulting rooms for a growing variety
of independent practitioners, including
osteopaths, naturopaths, massage
therapists, psychologists, counsellors,
psychotherapists, social workers and
speech pathologists; as well as a
welcoming space for small group
meditation and breathwork classes.
“Twentynine has always been about
more than just great practitioners - it's
about building a community of helpful,
friendly folk who genuinely care about
the health and well-being of those
around them.

“Whether you're seeking support for
your body, mind, or spirit, chances are
Twentynine29 has someone who can
help” 29’s Isobel Mettler said.
Twentynine is open 7 days 8am—6pm.
Learn more at www.twentynine29.com

Hosted at the Sacred Heart College
Mary Moloney Theatre, Kynespeak
featured intense and close competition
between students from Braemar
College and Sacred Heart College.
Speakers engaged the audience across
two rigorous categories: a four-minute
prepared set speech and a challenging
two-minute impromptu speech.

The event was made possible by a
dedicated team of volunteers from the
Kyneton Rotary and Kyneton Lions
clubs who provided the infrastructure
to run and manage the evening.
Braemar College did very well in a tight
contest, taking out each of the major
award of the evening:

Convener & Master of Ceremonies
was John Condliffe (Kyneton Rotary),
who organized and managed the
proceedings for the night.

Al for beginners workshop

This beginner-friendly workshop at
Kyneton Library will provide a practical
introduction to Al, including
demonstrations of popular Al apps and
a discussion of the technology's
capabilities and limitations.

Participants will have the opportunity
to explore how Al is being used today
and ask questions.

The session on Tues July 21 from 10.30
to I'1.45am is a great place to start.
Bookings for library events and
workshops are appreciated. Phone
54221365 or book online at
goldfieldslibraries.com.

Change for Auxiliary markets
The RM Begg Auxiliary winter markets
in July and August will be held in the
RM Begg Residence in Epping Street.
There will be fresh scones with jam,
cream and coffee available in the café at
the entrance.

The next two market dates will be Sat
July 6 and Sat Aug |.

It’s great opportunity to stock up on
beautiful handmade jumpers, scarves
and beanies for children and adults for
winter, and of course, all the usual

great things. Page 7
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Around the Galleries
At the Stockroom
98 Piper Street

Chasing Tails

Opening: Saturday 20 June, from 4
pm— 26 July

Curated by David Hagger

The work of globally respected artists
Fabian Knecht (Germany), Sofie
Muller (Belgium), Nicolds Lamas
(Peru) and Joseph Kamaru (Nairobi)
is alongside those by local and na-
tional artists Sam Doctor, Jackson
Farley, Yhonnie Scarce, Charlie Sofo
and Kate Stevens.

Image: Jackson Farley, Creator to Compost,
2025, woven jacquard tapestry, 502 x
121cm, courtesy of This is No Fantasy

Art on Piper 44 Piper St
Two new members, Lee Vause and

In this exhibition Robyn uses picture
making to capture slow travel.

23 Jul — 31 Aug, “Layers & Lines” —
Group Printmaking Exhibition

A celebration of where texture,
pattern, and repetition come together
in all forms of printmaking.

6 Aug — 31 Aug, “Contours” — Group
Exhibition

Contours brings together artworks
that respond to the defining lines and
forms of the landscape

Words in Art Exhibition

The Words in Art 2D-3D Exhibition
at Trio Art Studio and Gallery 98 Trio
Rd Kyneton until Jun 28 brings
together artists whose work centres
on the written word—using type and
text within the artwork, or drawing
inspiration from stories, songs and
poetry. Words in Art 2D-3D presents

ceramics, sculpture, printmaking,
textiles, handmade books and
paintings.

This year the work of Lawrence Finn,
an award-winning printmaker who
runs the open-access studio HipCat
Printery in Central Victoria is
featured.

Jahne Hope-Willams, join Art On = &

Piper’s talented team of twenty four

local artists, just in time to participate |

in its most treasured display theme -
Christmas in July.

Handmade, unique decorations in
ceramic, glass, wood, paint, wool,
mosaic, collage and more, are
available all through July.
www.artonpiper.com

The Old Auction House

52-56 Mollison St

Upcoming exhibitions are:

25 Jun — 13 Jul, “The Pieces That Made
Me” — Ruby Wyatt-Carter

Ruby’s work can be confronting and
challenging, but ultimately shows a
journey of healing and recovery.
“Portraits of Queer GV” — Queer Group
Exhibition

A collection of self-portraits that
were created during a variety of
Queer workshops in regional Victoria.
[ 6 Jul — 3 Aug, “Skimming the Surface”

— Robyn Leeder

Walking through the landscape, you

see more detail and with a finer focus.
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Lawrence Finn with Maxine McKee
Also featured in the Exhibition are

potter Belinda Nailon who explores
story and journal writing across the
surfaces of her pottery, Chillian born
potter, Sylvia Aguire presents her
Installation of pots and video and
Anton Hasell’s metal beaten
landscapes adding to a group of 17
Artists on show.

Kyneton Art Group
The members of Kyneton Art Group

are currently busy preparing their =

artworks for their 2026 annual art

show held in the Kyneton Mechanics ¢

Institute during the Kyneton Daffodil

& Arts Festival. The opening night of

the show will be Fri Sept |l at
7.30pm, and the show continues on
Sep 12 & I3.

At the Show original artworks will be
available for purchase at affordable
prices as well as cards and the popu-
lar KAG cookbook.

Members have also been entering
their work in other local art shows,
with Judy Perfect receiving the Best
Watercolour award for her painting

“The Red Vase” in the Woodend
Lions Art Show, and Gina Auciello,
who won the People’s Choice award
for her painting “Bursting in Bloom”
in the June Focus Room Exhibition,
Mount Macedon Gallery.

Kyneton Art Group meets each
Tuesday |0am-4pm in the Red Brick
Hall, 23 Yaldwyn Street West.

Not Now Darling

Cathouse Players are now in
residence at the Kyneton Masonic
Centre, 7 Yaldwyn Street West, and
standing by to entertain with the fast-
moving hilarious British farce "Not
Now, Darling" which is set in the
exclusive London fur salon of Bodley,
Bodley and Crouch.

It's directed by Bette Sartore, with a
cast and crew of eleven, including
locals Nicole Katiforis, Gail "Murfi"
McGregor, Frank Sartore, Maggie
Browne and Gerry Connelly.
Performances are on June 20 & 2I
and June 27 & 28 all at 2pm sharp, and
on Fri June 26 at 8pm sharp.
All-inclusive tickets are still $25/$20.
Bookings via www.trybooking.com/
DLIAG or 0494166257. Companion
card is welcome. Please book the
reserved seat on 0494166257.
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Brides of the Bank

The “Brides of the Bank” Exhibition
currently at the Kyneton Museum
presents wedding dresses,
photographs, and accessories worn by
brides from local families from the late
nineteenth century through the mid-
twentieth century.

The exhibition brings together
exquisite garments that marked some
of life’s most personal commitments.
From Victorian-era craftsmanship to
the elegance of later bridal wear, each
piece reflects individual stories as well
as highlighting fashion movements.
Veils, gloves, shoes, and archival
images offer glimpses into weddings
both modest and formal, highlighting
the role of tradition, family, and care
in preserving these objects.

Together, they form a quiet record of
love and memory — rich, intricate and
enduring.

A wedding display window at 74 Piper
St links with the Exhibition.

Exhibition runs until September at the
Museum, which is open Fri-Sun, | lam
to 4pm at 67 Piper St.

b
Wedding dresses in Museum
NetSetGo
The hugely successful NetSetGo
program sponsored by Woolworths
will again be run by the Kyneton
Netball Association during Term 3,
with sessions held on Friday
afternoons at the Kyneton Toyota
Sports and Aquatic Centre.
Woolworths NetSetGo is Australia’s
official beginner netball program for
children aged 5 to 8 years and is
designed to build confidence, skills and
friendships in a fun and inclusive
environment.
This popular program is the perfect
starting point for any up-and-coming
netballers, whether they are new to

the game or looking to further
develop their skills.

To register your interest or find out
more, please contact the Kyneton
Netball Association at
kynetonnetballjuniors@gmail.com

New home for Metcalfe CFA

On May 17 Member for Macedon,
Mary-Anne Thomas joined Country
Fire Authority (CFA) volunteers and
staff to open the brand-new Metcalfe
Fire Brigade station.

Featuring a motor room with two
reverse in-bays, storage space, solar
panels, room for an electric charging
station and dedicated turnout areas
for volunteers, the new station will
help the Brigade to serve the
community as the state continues to
face emergency weather events that
are increasing in frequency and
intensity.

“For over 130 years, the Metcalfe Fire
Brigade has stood by the community
through its toughest moments
including the 2009 Black Saturday fires,
the 2021 Mallacoota fires and the
recent 2026 Ravenswood-Harcourt
fire — and they will continue to do so
with this new station” Mary-Anne
Thomas said.

“This is all part of Labor’s $109 million
CFA Capital Upgrades Program to
make sure the CFA has the trucks,
stations and equipment they need to
back our firefighters and keep
Victorians safe”.

Kyneton RSL Sub-Branch

The ANZAC Day commemoration
services organised by the RSL Sub-
Branch in Kyneton, Trentham,
Malmsbury and Taradale drew very
good crowds and many positive
comments.

Three commemorations are coming
up in the next 2 months. On July 27
Korea Day will be observed with the

laying of a wreath and a small service
at the Kyneton Cenotaph at 10.30am.

Two more commemorations will take
place in August — VP Day on Aug |5 at
Ilam and Vietnam Veterans Day on
Aug 18 at 10.30am. Both of these will
take place within the RSL club rooms.

The RSL’s Veterans Catchup is held
on the last Sunday of each month,
between 2.30 and 5pm.

If you or any other Veterans would
like to attend, please just come to the
RSL for a warm welcome. Afternoon
tea will be provided.

If you are a Service member of the
RSL or know of someone who is, and
need assistance with home
maintenance, gardening etc, please
phone the RSL on 54226735. to
ascertain whether we may be able to
assist you.

RSL Membership is available for
Service, Affiliate and Social members.
Fees across all categories are $15 per
year or $40 for 3 years.

The Epically Awesome Odyssey
with R. A. Spratt

Nanny Piggins is back for another
incredible adventure — and this time,
she’s hitting the high seas!

In this hilarious retelling of The
Odyssey, you'll travel with Nanny and
her crew of sailors as they face man-
munching monsters, Greek Gods with
rage issues and sirens brandishing cake
batter, all while she tries to get back
home safe and sound.

Join author R. A. Spratt for an
afternoon of myths, jokes and mayhem
as she reads from her new book The
Epically Awesome Odyssey at the
Kyneton Town Hall 2-2.45pm Tues
July 7.

Recommended for ages 7+. Children
16 years old or under must be
accompanied by a ticket-holding adult.

Purchase tickets to Kyneton Town
Hall events by visiting mrsc.vic.gov.au/
buytickets or calll 300888802.

THE o

EPICALLY AWIESOME
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Speeding?
Expect a minimum
fine of $254.

If you speed, even a little over the limit, you can expect a minimum
fine of $254 and 1 demerit point. Police and speed cameras can be
anywhere, so why take the risk? Chances are you will be caught.
Anywhere. Anytime. Anyone.

ORIA
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Kyneton District Services
Accountants
Watco Partners Pty Ltd 5792 2580
David | Gibney Pty Ltd 5422 6480
Acupuncture & Chinese Medicine

Dr Michele Downes 0407582036
Little Window Acupuncture 0459678684
Art Studio and Gallery

Maxine McKee at Trio Art 0467025354
Auto Services & Repairs

Kyn Auto Spares & Repairs 5422 1255
Vereker Smash Repairs 5422 2603
Chiropractor

Performance One 5422 6488
Computer Repair

Computers OK 0421367040
Concreting & Paving

MBC Concreting & Paving 0417545159
Day Spa & Beauty

Ellenis Day Spa 5422 3795
Dental

Campaspe Dental 5422 3988
Kyneton Dental 5422 6159
Dry Cleaning

Kyneton Dry Cleaners 5422 1503
Electricians

Macedon Ranges Electrics 5422 2182
Kyneton Electrics 5422 1369
Financial Planning

BTP Business Advisors Pty Ltd 5422 1588
Fishmongers

The Fishmonger Kyneton 0408127392
Insurance

Macedon Ranges Insurance 4411 2704
Simplex Insurance Solutions 5422 3333
Legal Practices

Armstrong Collins & Delacy 54221677
Palmer Stevens & Rennick 5422 6500
LP Gas Supplies

Hendersons the Gas People 5422 7408
Medical Practices

Campaspe Family Practice 5422 2877
Kyneton Medical Centre 5422 1397
Springs Medical Kyneton 5422 1298
Goonawarra Medical Centre 9744 9900
Optometrist

Kosmac & Clemens 5422 3822
Osteopath

Organic Mechanic Osteo 0423852874
Phone & PC Repairs

Skyline Phone & PC Repairs 0405619622
Podiatry

One Step Podiatry 54221397
Real Estate

Ray White Kyneton 5422 2127
RT Edgar 5422 3325
School Aged Childcare

BugALugs 5422 2767
Shoe Suppliers

Kyneton Shoes 5422 2090
Sewing Machine Repair

Jeff's Sewing Machine Service 0431788360
Town Planning Services

Macaulay Town Planning 5422 3054
Veterinarian

Dr Greg Mcintyre 5422 1310

Kyneton Events Calendar

Vika & Linda Bull ‘Where do you come from’ Kyneton Town Hall 7.30pm

Kyneton Community Lunch 35 High St 12.30pm (each Wed during Term)

Kyneton Theatre Company Karaoke Disco Night Kyneton Mechanics Ins

Thur June 18
Fri June 19 U3A Kyneton New members orientation Red Brick Hall |pm
Sat June 20  Football-Netball Riddell v Kyneton away game
June 20 & 21 Cathouse Players ‘Not Now Darling’ Kyneton Masonic Centre 2pm
Sun June 21 Kyneton Old Time Dance St Mary’s Hall 1.30pm
Malmsbury Market Mollison Street Malmsbury 9-1pm
Wed June 24
Fri June 26 Cathouse Players ‘Not Now Darling’ Kyneton Masonic Centre 8pm
End School Term 2
SatJune 27 ‘On “Borrowed Time’ Kyneton Bluestone Theatre 2.30pm & 7pm
June 27 & 28 Cathouse Players ‘Not Now Darling’ Kyneton Masonic Centre 2pm
Sat July 4 RM Begg Auxiliary Stalls RM Begg Hostel 9-1pm
Football-Netball Kyneton v Macedon Kyneton Showgrounds
Badlanders & Fountain Lakes Major Toms
Tues July 7 ‘The Epically Awesome Odyssey’ Kyneton Town Hall 2pm
Sat July I Football-Netball Romsey v Kyneton Away game
Kyneton Farmers & Makers Markets St Paul’s Park 8.30-1pm
Kyneton Community Market Cnr Ebden & Yaldwyn St West 8.30-1pm
Mon July 13 School Term 3 starts
Fri July 17 Old Time Dance St Mary’s Hall 7.30pm
Sat July 18 Football-Netball Diggers Rest v Kyneton away game
Sun July 19 Malmsbury Market Mollison St Malmsbury 9-1pm
Sat July 25 Football-Netball Kyneton v Lancefield Kyneton Showgrounds
‘Women of Wit Kyneton Bluestone Theatre 7.30pm
Mon July 27 Sweet Talk Duty Free Tour Major Toms
SatAug | Football-Netball Kyneton v Melton South Kyneton Showgrounds
Sat Aug 8 Football-Netball Wallan v Kyneton away game
Kyneton Farmers & Makers Markets St Paul’s Park 8.30-1pm
Kyneton Community Market Cnr Ebden & Yaldwyn St West 8.30-1pm
Sat Aug 15 Football-Netball Woodend Hesket v Kyneton away game
SunAug 16  Kyneton Old Time Dance St Mary’s Hall 1.30-5pm

Can your property be easily
found?

Macedon Ranges Shire Council’s
Community Local Laws cover a
wide range of activities that support
community safety — including
property numbers.

Where Council has allocated a
number to a property, the owner/
occupier of that property must

ensure the property is clearly
marked with that number.
This requirement ensures

emergency services staff, Council
officers and delivery drivers can
easily identify an address in an
emergency or service-related call.

For more details on this, and other
requirements within Council’s
Community Local Law, visit
mrsc.vic.gov.au/local-laws.

Connect Delivery Help

Can you help deliver Kyneton
Connect to letterboxes in Kyneton?
Delivery areas take about an hour
to cover and deliveries are done in
the third week of every even
month. Contact Eric 0419347192.
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New Courts open for action

=
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Nikki Young on the new courts
The Kyneton Football Netball Club’s
brand-new netball courts and change
rooms at the Kyneton Showgrounds
are up and running and the Club
couldn’t be happier.
The new facilities consist of 2 new

courts, home and away change rooms,
first aid room, admin office, umpires
room and a storage shed.

The new facilities were officially
opened by State Member for Macedon
Mary-Anne Thomas and MRSC Mayor
Kate Kendall on Sat May 6.

The $2.897 million project was funded
through a partnership between the
Victorian State Government ($1.5M)
and the Council ($1.397M).
Football-Netball Club President Julie
Priestley said: ‘We couldn’t be happier
with how it has turned out.

“The new facilities are going to do
great things in our netball department.
“It’s been a long time coming and we
are just so pleased the netballers of
our club have something they can be
extremely proud of - and a hot
shower never hurts after a game.

The A Grade team with Coach Dave O’Hare

“The Kyneton FNC Major raffle is
also up and running. First prize this
year is a Toyota Hilux Rogue and
Jayco Lark camper trailer valued at
$109,000 and 2™ prize is a [0K
Mower pack from Bolton's
Motorcycles and power equipment.
“Tickets can be brought online at
www.kynetonfnc.com or at local
businesses Naturally Hair, Nutrien
and Sizzlin Sensations”.

“The raffle will be drawn on Sat Aug |
so grab your ticket now” Julie said.
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Semester 2 U3A Kyneton

U3A Kyneton will launch its Semester
2 program of courses and activities on
13 July.

There is something for everyone.
Activities include bush walking and
poetry appreciation.

The choir is open to everyone on the
principle that everyone can sing.

A Men's Kitchen group teaches boys
to cook.

Table tennis is a gathering of the ept
and inept at the game, a fun fitness
activity and a social gathering.

The book discussion group explores
contemporary writing and
Friday@U3A is a weekly session on
Fridays, open to everyone, members
and non-members, with a range of
speakers talking about current issues
from the environment to health.

The courses and activities range from
weekly to monthly, and are low-cost
or free.

For details visit u3akyneton.org.au.

Organs Coaches moving
Organs Coaches has commenced
construction of their new Kyneton
depot in Edgecombe Rd, just past
Elders Kyneton.

The major buildings on the new site
will be for administration and for
maintenance.

Construction on the new site is
progressing rapidly with the move of
the business from the current
Yaldwyn St West location expected
to take place before year’s end.
Organ’s Coaches operates a fleet of
over 80 vehicles, including school
buses, luxury coaches, and minibuses,
serving a variety of transport needs
across the region including VLine
services, tours and the Town Bus.

The current Administration bluestone
building in Yaldwyn St West was the
home of the original owners, the
Organ family.

As the number of buses in the Organs
Bus Service fleet grew over time from
the mid 1970s the land between
Hutton and Yaldwyn St West was
purchased as the fleet’s depot.

New CFA management team

The Kyneton Fire Brigade held
elections for its Brigade management
Team in April.

Andrew Twomey takes over as
Captain from the retiring Greg
Mclntyre.

Stuart Kelson is Lieutenant,
Tristian Smith 2™ Lieutenant, Nic
Hanna 3™ Lieutenant and Luke Tracey
is 4™. Cathryn Portelli is Secretary and
Emma Magrath Treasurer.

Ist

To the best of the Editors’ knowledge the information contained in this newsletter is correct at the time of printing. Where
inadvertent errors are made corrections will be included in the next edition.

Kyneton Connect Co-Editors: Eric Dearricott 0419357192 & Jenny Hince 0408388473
. Avrticles for the August 2026 Issue of Kyneton Connect should be e-mailed to edearricott@bigpond.com or left at

Aesop’s Attic, 70 High St, before Fri August 7 2026.

. To have Kyneton Connect mailed send name, address and payment of $15 for a year’s subscription to Kyneton
Connections, 18 Castles Cres, Kyneton 3444 or free by e-mail-write to e-mail address above. All recent issues

of Kyneton Connect are posted on website www.kyneton.org.au

Layout: Marg Dearricott

Auspiced by Omnia Community Health Service
Kyneton Connect is proudly supported by Macedon Ranges Shire Council
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